
Teeth are numbered clockwise from the 
patient’s upper right third molar.

ClearCorrect uses Universal notation internally for all 
cases, and then converts to FDI or Palmer for 
presentation to the doctor when necessary.

The first digit represents the quadrant, numbered 
clockwise. The second digit represents the tooth’s 

position, numbered distally from the central incisors.

The digits can optionally be separated with a decimal 
point to di�erentiate from Universal notation, like this:
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UNIVERSAL FDI PALMER
ADA STANDARD; USED BY AMERICAN G.P.’s INTERNATIONAL STANDARD (ISO 3950) USED BY AMERICAN ORTHOS + U.K.

Primary teeth are named clockwise using letters.

right left
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O

The quadrants are 5, 6, 7, and 8 for primary teeth.
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Primary teeth are named distally using letters.
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Add 50 to the closest tooth for 
supernumerary secondary teeth. Add “s” to the closest tooth for supernumerary teeth.

Add “s” to the closest tooth for supernumerary teeth.

Add “s” to the closest tooth for 
supernumerary primary teeth.

right left
As Bs Cs Ds Es
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right left
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right left
Es Ds Cs Bs As
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The teeth are numbered distally from the central 
incisors. Individual teeth are represented with 
borders to indicate the quadrant, like this:   4

There are characters for this (┘└┐┌), but they’re 
hard to type, so people often use abbreviations 

like this:

UR4

Or slashes, like this:

8/ 7/ 6/ 5/ 4/ 3/ 2/ 1/ \1 \2 \3 \4 \5 \6 \7 \8

Dental notation systems
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Universal
FDI

Palmer

lateral incisor

canine

lateral incisor

lateral incisor

canine

first premolar

second premolar

first molar

second molar

third molar

first premolar

second premolar

first molar

second molar

third molar

first premolar

second premolar

first molar

second molar

third molar

first premolar

second premolar

first molar

second molar

third molar

central incisors

central incisors

lateral incisor

canine canine


